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The 2008 Supercheap Auto 
1000 can be defined by the 
tyre problems that plagued 
most of the grid. It began on 
lap six with Greg Murphy, and 
the cascade of tyre problems 
grew from there. 

Many cars were forced to 
make unscheduled and 
repeated stops and several 
front runner’s races were 
impacted and almost ended 

by the recurrent delamination 
problem, not least of which 
was Will Davison and Steven 
Johnson in the #18 Jim Beam 
Racing Falcon. 

The pair was forced to stop 
eight times in total. Three 
more than the five cars in front 
and two of those stops came 
within 10 laps of the previous 
stop. The #7 Jack Daniels 
Racing Commodore made 

an incredible 11 stops due to 
the problem while Greg Ritter 
and Steve Ellery’s Valvoline 
Cummins Commodore made 
nine. 

Many of the tyres were getting 
a cut from something on 
the track surface or kerbing 
causing a part of the tread 
to peel away from the tyre. 
The failure seemed to occur 
under load and many drivers 

Tyre dramas  
belt Bathurst
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had frightening moments 
down Conrod and through the 
Chase. 

“We’ve checked them out, 
they’ve all been cut,” said a 
dejected Steven Johnson, 
adding that all the tyres failed 
in about the same place on 
Conrod straight. 

Mark Skaife and Greg Murphy 
were both among the drivers 
claiming that there was a fault 
in the Dunlop control tyre but 
Kevin Fitzsimons from Dunlop 
says the tyres were definitely 
being cut. 

Fitzsimons says he collected 
evidence on Saturday night 
that the concrete kerbs were 
breaking apart and cutting the 
tyre when drivers run wide 
over the ripple strips.  

“If the driver’s would stay on 
track there wouldn’t be an 
issue,” the Dunlop tech said. 

Fitzsimons was 
backed up by the 
left front tyre from 
Rick Kelly’s stricken 
#16 Autobarn 
Commodore. The 
tyre came off before 
it delaminated 
but showed clear 
evidence of a cut, 

“That looks like 
someone from the 
team cut it with a 
Stanley knife, it’s 
obviously been cut by 
something,” he said 

when shown the tyre. 

All of the cars in the top 10 
were forced to stop because of 
the tyre issue, but none to the 
extent of the DJR #18 car. “I 
feel like we’ve passed the field 
twice but we still ended up 
sixth,” Johnson said. 

Eventual second placed Greg 
Murphy and Jason Richards 
as well as third placed David 
Besnard and James Courtney 
could have had better races 
if not for their tyres shredding 
themselves. Besnard thought 
the car had broken a rear anti-
roll when his front tyres started 
delamination four laps into his 
first stint. Besnard soldiered 
on and the tyre blew one lap 
short of a scheduled stop as 
the #4 Jeld-Wen car went 
through the Chase, it was only 
when Courtney drove on new 
tyres with an extra 12 turns 

of rear ride height that he 
recognised the problem. 

In the post race press 
conference Murphy 
maintained that the fault lay 
with the Dunlop control tyre. 

“I’m a bit sick of coming to 
Bathurst and having tyre 
problems. Get it fixed,” to the 
media scrum. 

Tyres began to show the 
symptoms on Thursday, when 
as reported exclusively by 
Vmag, Greg Ritter was among 
several drivers to experience 
the problem. The #34 
Valvoline Cummins car was 
forced to stop 10 times during 
the race with recurrent partial 
stripping of the tread on the 
left side tyres. 

Fitzsimons says Dunlop will 
investigate the issue further 
before making its final verdict.
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After more than two years in 
the wilderness, Greg Murphy 
was back on the podium at 
Bathurst and he said he was 
loving it. He and teammate 
Jason Richards landed second 
in the Supercheap Auto 1000  
yesterday, and stood just 
one step short of declaring 
the Sprint Gas Commodores 
contenders after a couple of 
tough seasons. 

Murphy has not climbed onto 
the V8 Supercar podium since 
Indy in 2005, and early in the 
race he thought his chances 
had evaporated after a banging 
match with Craig Lowndes 
heading into Griffins Bend on 
the opening lap. 

The pair were heading up 
Mountain Straight when 
Lowndes stepped sideways in 
the braking area and belted the 
steering out of whack on the #3 
Sprint Gas Commodore. A few 
laps later, Murphy pitted with 
tyre issues as a result . 

The car was tuned a little more 

at each stop, and by the end 
of the race was able to run at a 
pretty nimble pace. 

“To be honest, I was a bit 
pissed about the start of the 
race, we ran for 161 laps 
with a bent steering arm. It 
came on towards the end, but 
unfortunately the engine went 
off song one and a half laps 
from home when I was hoping 
to latch onto him, but it wasn’t 
to be. 

“It’s massive, it is fantastic to 
be competitive again, to be in 
that position and chasing down 
the leaders was an awesome 
result. I am confident we have 
turned the corner, but I am not 
going to say we are ready to 
win races yet. 

“We’ve always said we are not 
too far away, and we found an 
issue with #3 on Thursday, a 
couple of minor things which 
kept us scouting around the 
window. Once we fixed those 
we barely changed the car. 

Murph Vs 
Lowndes
Craig Lowndes and Greg 
Murphy were engaged 
in early race contact on 
Mountain Straight that bent 
the steering in the Kiwi’s car 
and damaged a rim on the 
TeamVodafone  Falcon.

Murphy blamed Lowndes 
for the impact, saying with 
expletives deleted: “Looking 
at the TV footage it’s fairly 
obvious, he drove into me. 
What an idiot.” 

Lowndes explained that the 
battle between Murphy and 
Courtney allowed him to pull 
alongside. “I got a double 
slip stream and pulled up 
alongside beside them, and 
going into turn two there 
was contact,” Lowndes 
said. When told that Murphy 
claimed him drove into him, 
the #888 pilot said, “Oh 
really? I have to look at the 
replay, I haven’t seen it. I’m 
sure there will be mixed 
emotions but we’re just 
getting on with it.”

Lowndes said he and Murphy 
discussed the clash during 
the race and agreed to 
disagree.

Will Davison was following the 
pair and says Lowndes was 
in the wrong. “I can’t believe 
what he did,” the Jim Beam 
Racing driver said. 

Happy Murph
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SBR driver James Courtney 
shot out of the blocks like 
a hare at a greyhound race 
yesterday, setting a cracking 
pace in his opening spell that 
opened up a 10 second lead 
over Craig Lowndes. Courtney 
said it was great to lead the 
race, but after that his and 
co-driver Besnard’s day went 
downhill. 

Not long after handing the car 
over to the popular Bezzy, the 
Jeld-Wen Falcon lost pace. 
It was thought a broken or 
damaged anti-roll bar was 
sending the handling away 
from him, but it turns out the 
pair were suffering from a 
delaminating tyre. 

They dropped well outside the 
top 10, but fought back to gain 
a second podium slot together 
in three years, and Courtney 
three from three. 

“I would have to say that I am 
a little surprised to be on the 
podium. I thought the day was 
done when we thought we had 
broken the rear roll bar.

“But we were able to come 
back and it’s a credit to the 
team and to David that they 
never gave up.

“I was pretty determined in 
that last stint; I double stinted 
and I was taking no prisoners.

“I pushed like crazy to get 
up there and used up a lot of 
the brakes and tyres coming 
through. When I saw that 
Richo (Steven Richards) was 
having problems I jumped at 
the opportunity to pass.

“It’s a great achievement for 
SBR and myself to be on the 
podium three years in a row 
and David two in a row. I can’t 
thank David and the boys in 

the team enough.”

Besnard was again the 
highest placed of the non-
regular Series drivers.

“I’m really satisfied to be on 
the podium but I guess in 
some ways James and I are 
also a little disappointed.

“This was probably our 
biggest chance for a win, the 
Jeld-Wen Falcon was great 
but by the same hand, with 
the dramas we had early in 
the race, a podium result is 
fantastic.

“This would have to be the 
hardest Bathurst I’ve done and 
the bloke beside me (James) 
drove amazingly.

“And for SBR to have the faith 
in both of us and for them to 
stick with me this year, it’s 
great to bring home another 
podium.”

SBR’s unlikely podium
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Baird and Luff
Warren Luff received a drive 
through penalty for a crash that 
ended Craig Baird’s race on 
lap 148. At the restart after the 
seventh safety car period the 
Dick Johnson Racing ring-in 
was following the second of the 
HRT Commodores  into Griffins 
when the two made contact and 
Baird hit the wall. 

“Craig unfortunately got a bad 
run on the restart and Max 
Wilson got the run on Craig 
going up the straight. I tried to 
follow Max through on Craig, 
I thought there was enough 
room and went in quite deep, 
then when I saw Craig turning 
in I tried to go as far inside as I 
could, and I ended up walloping 
the kerb on the inside quite hard 
and unfortunately that put me 
into him and put him out of the 
race,” said Luff. 

Craig Baird says that the 
#2 Holden Racing Team 
Commodore was running well 
up until that point but that he has 
no hard feelings towards Luff. “I 
know Warren I’ve raced against 
him long enough and he’s not 
the sort of guy that would have 
done it on purpose, I think he 
thought he had room and then 
went. Woah! I can’t pull it all up.”

Mark Skaife is rueing his 
2008 Bathurst campaign after 
a mistake at Forrest Elbow 
cost him and Garth Tander a 
possible race win. Tander went 
from pole to last after stalling 
the the #1 Commodore on the 
start line. 

Tander said the clutch let go 
in the car but the problem 
seemed to resolve itself and 
the pair fought back to third 
before the crash at Forrest 
Elbow. 

“I locked the front at the kink 
before Forrest Elbow and then 
I couldn’t stop it sliding down 
the hill. I locked the left hand 
front and had a big understeer 
into the wall,” team principal 

and driver Skaife said. “I was 
pushing hard to try to make 
up lost ground but it was just 
my mistake,” the HRT star 
admitted. 

Skaife says the team had an 
‘ordinary day, all day’. “With 
the start drama, and then a 10 
second penalty [for the jumped 
start that led to the stall], 
then a tyre failure and a few 
excursions and then hitting the 
fence, it’s been a shocker,” a 
despondent Skaife said. 

Skaife and Tander’s sister car 
piloted by Craig Baird and 
Glenn Seton rounded out the 
disappointing day for HRT 
when Warren Luff punted them 
out of the race. 

HRT’s heavy toll
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Bottle-D’OH!
Tony D’Alberto crashed the #55 Bottle-O Commodore 
two laps from home while running sixth. Co-driver Jason 
Bargwanna was devastated. “I’m gutted. I really thought 
we’ve been fast all week, and competitive in the race. I 
believe the car was a podium potential, but that’s Bathurst,” 
the former Bathurst winner said. 

The BOC Gases/WOW 
Racing garage had mixed 
fortunes at the Supercheap 
Auto 1000 with one car out 
of the race on lap 37 and the 
sister car finishing fifth. 

Cameron McConville 
and Andrew Jones were 
performing strongly in the 
BOC Gases Commodore until 
Jones spun at Griffins on lap 
37. Team boss Kim Jones 
said that Andrew had some 
sort of hiccup and ended up 
in the wall. “It’s easy to do 
here,” Jones said. “It’s pretty 
disappointing giving we were 
the first and third commodore 
at the time.” 

Andrew Jones avoided the 
safety car by nursing the 
heavily damaged car into the 
pits for retirement. 

With both full time drivers 
out it was left to part-timers 
Brad Jones and Max Wilson 

to provide some cheer to 
the team. WOW Racing 
Commodore suffered tyre 
issues early in the race, but 
survived a heated battle with 
six other cars mid-race to 
finish fifth. It was the team’s 
second best finish of the 
season and Max Wilson was 
ecstactic with the result. 

“It was a great result and I’m 
really proud of the team, it’s 
been a great weekend,” the 
pint sized Brazilian said. 

For most of the race, the 
unfancied yellow Wow 
Commodore was the leading 
Holden in the field, and only 
fell away near the end of the 
race. 

No Reserve
Fabian Coulthard and Alex Davison 
were unsatisfied with their 10th place 
finish at Bathurst after expecting 
more early on. The pair was on 
track for a podium place but a tyre 
delamination and then a problem with 
the reserve tank scuttled the duo’s 
outing. 

“The car is as good as any car out 
there and we were on track for a 
minimum top five today if it wasn’t for 
this fuel pump issue so we are pretty 
disappointed,” international jetsetter 
Alex Davison said. 

WOW!
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The Ford 
Performance Racing 
Castrol Edge 
Orrcon Falcon of 
Mark Winterbottom 
and Steven 
Richards finished 
a disappointing 
fourth after running 
well all day despite 
a handling issue. Steven 
Richards relinquished second 
to Greg Murphy and then 
third to James Courtney just a 
handful of laps from home.

“The car wasn’t great, Richo 
did a great job holding 
on there at the end. It’s 
disappointing not to get on 
the podium but that’s the way 
it goes,” Winterbottom said 
immediately after the race.

The duo was affected by 
the same tyre problems as 

others early in the race and 
had to stop early during 
Winterbottom’s first stint but 
had fought back to second late 
in the race before the car ran 
out of rear tyre grip.

“About five laps to go the rear 
tyres just said ‘enough’ and I 
couldn’t really defend,” Steven 
Richards said. “When you’re in 
second you do everything you 
can to hold onto it, but it only 
takes a couple of slides and 
you’re vulnerable and the tyres 
just never come back.” 

So close...  
yet so FPR

Tough day 
for SCAR
The Supercheap Auto 
Racing team had a litany 
of problems scuttle their 
chances of success on the 
Mountain. After starting from 
pit lane to avoid the first lap 
drama the starter motor in 
Said/Neal car failed when 
Neal stalled during the first 
pit stop. Neal ran out of 
fuel in pit lane at the end 
of his stint and was unable 
to restart the car when he 
switched to reserve, causing 
the team to have to restart 
the car with an auxillary 
starter.

Neal also fell of the track 
twice, which didn’t help. 

Russell Ingall and Paul 
Morris were well inside the 
top 10 when a power steering 
pump failed and forced 
the car into the pits. Morris 
says it was a weird thing to 
happen and that while it was 
going to be hard to catch the 
Falcons, the team had been 
on track for a good result.  
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RESULTS
 Lowndes/Whincup

TeamVodafone
 Murphy/Richards

Sprint Gas Racing
 Besnard/Courtney

Jeld-Wen Motorsport 
 Winterbottom/Richards

Ford Performance Racing
 Jones/Wilson

Team WOW
 Johnson/Davison

Jim Beam Racing
 Canto/Youlden

Ford Performance Racing
 Perkins/Pretty

Jack Daniel’s Racing
 Bright/Macrow

Fujitsu Racing
 Coulthard/Davison

Glenfords Racing
 Owen/Luff

Jim Beam Racing
 Skaife/Tander

Toll Holden Racing Team
 Noske/Wood

Tasman Motorsport
 Halliday/Marshall

Irwin Racing
 Giovanardi/Hynes

TeamVodafone
 Kelly/Price

Jack Daniel’s Racing
 Ellery/Ritter

Valvoline Cummins Race Team
 Ingall/Morris

Supercheap Auto Racing 
 Patrizi/Reindler

Ausdrill Ford Rising Stars
 Dumbrell/Kelly

Autobarn Racing
 Bargwanna/D’Alberto

Rod Nash Racing
 Seton/Baird

Toll Holden Racing Team
 Neal/Said

Supercheap Auto Racing
 Caruso/Holdsworth

Valvoline Cummins Race Team
 Webb/van Gisbergen

SP Tools Racing
 Jones/McConville

Team BOC
 Scott/Pither

Team Kiwi Racing

V8 Supercar Championship
3	  Jamie Whincup, TeamVodafone.............................................. 2316
2	  Mark Winterbottom, Ford Performance Racing....................... 2283
3	  Garth Tander, Toll Holden Racing Team.................................. 2234
4	  Craig Lowndes, TeamVodafone............................................... 1923
5	  Will Davison, Jim Beam Racing ............................................. 1865
6	  Steven Richards, Ford Performance Racing............................ 1834
7	  James Courtney, Jeld-Wen Motorsport..................................  1802
8	  Rick Kelly, Toll HSV Dealer Team.............................................1792
9	  Steven Johnson, Jim Beam Racing..........................................1471
10	  Russell Ingall, Supercheap Auto Racing................................. 1464
11	  Lee Holdsworth, Valvoline Cummins Race Team.................... 1399
12	  Mark Skaife, Toll Holden Racing Team.................................... 1362
13	  Todd Kelly, Jack Daniel’s Racing..............................................1347
14	  Fabian Coulthard, Glenfords Racing....................................... 1333
14	  Shane Van Gisbergen, SP Tools Racing................................. 1208

Teams’ Championship
1	  Ford Performance Racing ...................................................... 3930
2	  TeamVodafone .......................................................................3903
3	  Toll Holden Racing Team ....................................................... 3336
4	  Jim Beam Racing ................................................................... 3516
5	  Stone Brothers Racing ........................................................... 3010
6	  HSV Dealer Team ................................................................... 2658 
7	  Garry Rogers Motorsport ......................................................  2402
8	  Jack Daniel’s Racing.............................................................. 2297
9	  Supercheap Auto Racing ....................................................... 2267
10	  Tasman Motorsport................................................................. 1252



Whincup held firm though and when Winterbottom 

caught the two on lap 23 Tander was forced to watch 

his own tail. With less than a long-board between them, 

the trio was locked in a simmering battle to the flag, 

but ultimately Whincup was too good, managing to 

respond to the pressure and hold on for the win. In 

the background Todd Kelly took one of his best results 

of the season with a fourth in the Jack Daniel’s Racing 

Commodore. 

The first race was a lesson in track position on a tight 

circuit. It takes a big speed differential or a very brave 

man to make a move at Indy and Tander learnt his 

lesson well. When the lights went out on race two the 

reigning Champ fought Whincup for the lead all the 

way to the first chicane. They were leaning on each 

other side by side but in the end it was the Holden that 

yielded, Tander straight-lined the chicane but retained 

track position. Tander’s teammate Skaife was back 

in 13th after being one of seven drivers to receive a 

contentious over-night penalty for straight-lining the 

chicane in race one. 

Greg Murphy narrowly avoided more disaster in race 

two when Jason Bright had a mechanical failure. Bright 

slowed dramatically on the exit of turn four and Murphy 

made light contact with the rear of the Britek Falcon. It 

was an equally lucky moment for Bright who later learnt 

an alternator blade had broken in half, fired through the 

carbon fibre airbox and lodged under the throttle cable. 

On lap eight the second of the Sprint Gas cars was 

caught in Fabian Coulthard’s crash at the final corner. 

Coulthard bounced off the wall back into the path of 

Jason Richards, tearing a shark bite out of the Tasman 

Motorsport Commodore. As Coulthard found reverse 

he managed to move his car enough to block the track 

before the damage from Richards’ impact halted the 

#111 car. 

The blocked track brought about a traffic jam with Todd 

Kelly, Russell Ingall and Craig Lowndes all members of 

the train of cars awaiting official’s instructions. In the 

end it was Lowndes who ran out of patience, turning 

the #888 Falcon across the grass and around the 

obstacle. Lowndes would later redress and give posi-

tions back to Kelly and Ingall but it was his action that 

prompted officials to direct traffic around the incident. 

The Safety Car period gifted Lee Holdsworth, Steven 

Johnson and Rick Kelly a ‘free’ pitstop. The three were 

the only drivers yet to complete a stop under greens 

and finished fourth, fifth and sixth respectively. 

At the front the three Championship contenders looked 

like they were on a qualifying run such was the pace 

and aggression within the pack. There was no sign of 

the conservatism that had been the hallmark of the 

Champion in seasons’ past. In the end though race two 

ended much the same way as race one, with Tander 

and Winterbottom unable to improve on their positions 

and Whincup sliding his rubber-less Falcon to a coura-

geous win. 

Lee Holdsworth started race three on a mission. Leap-

ing to third ahead of Winterbottom at the first chicane 

as a struggling Mark Skaife found himself on the wrong 

side of the tyre bundle for the third time in as many 

races. 

Most drivers took advantage of the Safety Car brought 

out by Cameron McConville’s stricken WOW Commo-

dore on lap eight to perform their CPS. It was only the 

first Safety Car of race three however as just four laps 

later Paul Morris and Caruso found each other on the 

same piece of bitumen once again and both cars found 

the wall. Not long after Shane van Gisbergen and Per-

kins had a coming together, topping off a disappointing 

return to full time racing for Perkins and an equally 

disappointing weekend for SBR after James Courtney 

pitted with engine trouble. 

When racing settled back into a groove again the three 

Championship contenders were busy dealing with a 

racy Holdsworth. The GRM driver was up to second 

and menacing for the lead when he snatched a brake 

at the end of pit straight. For an agonising second 

inside Holdsworth looked set to collect Whincup on 

his way up the escape road, but the quick thinking 

youngster fired his car into the wall at the last moment 

and washed off enough speed to avoid the oblivious 

race leader. 

It was potentially a Championship altering moment but 

at the end of the day it was a clearly energised Whin-

cup who took the clean sweep for the round ahead 

of Tander and Winterbottom. Whincup lit up his rears 

and the crowd in jubilation having finally added the 

‘Surfboard’ trophy to his collection.

TeamVodafone packed for Bahrain with a 75 point lead 

over Winterbottom and another 31 back to Tander. 

Coupled with Bathurst, the Gold Coast clean sweep 

was the beginning of a race winning streak that would 

ultimately set-up Whincup’s title. 

The V8 Supercars turned for home at the Coffee Club 

V8 Supercar Challenge on the Gold Coast. With the 

Season of Endurance behind them the cars headed for 

the concrete canyon focused on the Championship and 

the heavy sprint round schedule to come. 

The intensity on the Gold Coast is always different to 

other sprint rounds, not just because the crowds are 

huge and the prestige high among an ever present 

danger, but also because it is the start of the run home. 

The start of a four round, 12 race run to the prestigious 

Championship. The three main title contenders turned 

it on too, the three way battle for supremacy dominat-

ing the weekend as Whincup, Winterbottom and Tander 

took their gladiatorial struggle to the streets of Surfers 

Paradise. 

There is an odd sense of relaxation in the paddock at 

Surfers Paradise. The carnival atmosphere, the weather 

and spectacular scenery puts some drivers in a rare 

state of ease for most of the weekend. On the track 

though, things are different. The tight and technical 

concrete canyon still develops some big speed and 

drivers attack every millimetre of available road plus a 

little extra in the quest for speed. 

It’s an elbows-out weekend of clipped mirrors, scraped 

panels and folded guards and this year’s Championship 

round was one of the hardest fought in recent history. 

With only sprint rounds remaining the Indy race set up 

the run home with Whincup, Tander and Winterbottom 

locked in a stale mate. It would be easy to characterise 

the weekend by Whincup’s pole position and three 

wins, but this was anything but a walkover. 

The start of the weekend was devastating for title 

contenders Garth Tander and Mark Winterbottom. 

Qualifying was all about Whincup, the TeamVodafone 

pilot was never headed and scored a commanding 

pole position from HRT’s Garth Tander, Autobarn driver 

Paul Dumbrell and FPR’s Mark Winterbottom. The 

qualifying effort came in a session where Whincup 

battled his fickle gearstick which was first replaced, then 

‘fixed’ with a rubber band to prevent it moving around. 

It strengthened Whincup’s claim for the Armor-All Pole 

Award and sent a resounding warning to his title rivals. 

The third position performance was Dumbrell’s best of 

the season and the HSV Dealer Team driver said it was 

a long time coming. 

“I guess I just pulled my finger out,” Dumbrell quipped 

after the session. 

Whincup jumped away at the start of race one as 

Winterbottom and Tander settled into second and third. 

Greg Murphy was caught up with another car and had 

to stop against the wall at the first chicane, his Bathurst 

joy now well and truly forgotten. Being punted to the 

rear of the grid was to bite the Sprint Gas pilot just a 

few laps later when Paul Morris tried to pass GRM’s 

Michael Caruso at the end of the beach straight. The 

two made contact and spun, blocking the track and 

catching the luckless Murphy, Jack Perkins, Andrew 

Thompson, Tony D’Alberto and Michael Patrizi. The 

crash was the worst possible start to Perkins’ return to 

sprint racing and for Andrew Thompson’s first run in 

the ex-Dumbrell car after the crash at Bathurst. It cost 

Paul Morris a drive through and enraged Valvoline Cum-

mins team principal Garry Rogers while Murphy and 

D’Alberto failed to finish due to battle wounds from the 

crash. 

Rick Kelly’s run of horrible luck continued with a spec-

tacular engine failure on lap six of the race and Paul 

Morris was later penalised for generating some smoke 

of his own in pit bay. Morris used wheel spin to launch 

his car from its bay after almost stalling on the jacks 

and copped another drive through for turning off the 

pitlane limiter. 

Tander and Winterbottom both dove to the pits at 

the opening of the Compulsory Pit Stop window and 

a frantic but slick stop from both crews saw the cars 

rejoin line-astern, with no change in position. TeamVo-

dafone schooled the HRT and FPR crews just one lap 

later, processing Whincup who rejoined with a small 

but significant gap over the two challengers. That gap 

remained until the final stages of the race. Tander lit 

up the sunbaked crowd with a late race charge to the 

rear of Whincup’s Falcon. Having remarked earlier in 

the weekend that he would ‘turn on my headlights and 

wait for Jamie to run up an escape road’, he monstered 

the back of the #88 car with lights ablaze. 

V8YB   Tell us about Indy, it must have 
felt great getting 300 points at that time 
of the season?

JW   Indy was a massive important 
round for me personally because it was 
the only major I hadn’t won. My goals at 
the start of the year were to try and win 
the V8 Supercars Championship, which 
is in progress, and to win Indy which has 
been achieved. So a huge deal, of course 
for the Championship, to have all three 
contenders battling hard right till the end, 
it was a big breakthrough.

V8YB   It was pretty astounding looking 
at the three of you guys only a second 
apart for most of the three races. 

JW   Yeah and also considering what 
happened the last two years with our 
team, we’ve lost the title at Indy; we 
showed that we’ve matured a lot in 12 
months.

V8YB   And the car itself, everything 
seemed to be perfect with it?

JW   The car was great, it wasn’t the 
fastest car but we certainly made the 
most of what we had. Good starts, great 
teamwork in the pits and in qualifying the 
car was excellent and we qualified well. So 
it was a good all round team performance 
but for next year we’ll probably try to find a 
little bit more pace.

Q A&
WITH JAMIE WHINCUP

TeamVodafone packed for Bahrain with a 75 point lead 
over Winterbottom and another 31 back to Tander. 
Coupled with Bathurst, the Gold Coast clean sweep 
was the beginning of a race winning streak that would 
ultimately set-up Whincup’s title.

14
0 

  
2

0
0

8
 V

8
 S

U
P

E
R

C
A

R
S

 Y
E

A
R

B
O

O
K

14
1 

  
2

0
0

8
 V

8
 S

U
P

E
R

C
A

R
S

 Y
E

A
R

B
O

O
K

11

The intensity on the Gold Coast is always 
different to other sprint rounds, not just 
because the crowds are huge and the prestige 
high among an ever present danger, but also 
because it is the start of the run home.
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lead the way with a charge from 27th to 10th in race 
two after being a victim of the race one crash. The 
villains in that incident Jason Bright and Michael Caruso 
made up 15 and 11 places each during race two and 
Cameron McConville made up 16 places in his charge 
from 29th to 14th after crashing in race two. The two 
Jim Beam Racing Falcons of Johnson and Davison re-
covered from their poor qualifying result to finish 11th 
and 9th respectively. 

Race two ended lap one in the same fashion as race 
one, under safety car after Steven Richards and Mark 
Skaife found the wall on the run through the esses. It 
was typical of Skaife’s season on a weekend the car 
was good, and on a track the veteran loves, he was out 
of the round early. It was here Skaife impressed Chan-
nel 7 heavyweights with his cameo in the commentary 
box. 

Skaife bogged down off the line and Tander once again 
got a run on his teammate into turn one, this time 
Tander made the move stick, and the gap that opened 
up under Skaife was perfectly sized for Steven Richards’ 
Falcon. Through the esses the two were side by side 
and on the change of direction Skaife and Richards 
collided. Skaife’s Commodore fired heavily into the 
wall and the spinning #6 Falcon added insult to injury 
by nailing him in brutal ice-hockey fashion. Richards 
rejoined with a flat left rear tyre but the heavy impact 
with the wall ended Skaife’s round.

When racing resumed Rick Kelly, Craig Lowndes and 
Jamie Whincup were locked in a heated battle for third, 
fourth and fifth. The trio traded plenty of paint before 
the TeamVodafone cars broke away from the HSV 
Commodore. Lowndes fell back to Rick Kelly and was 
passed in the laps leading up to the CPS while Whin-
cup skipped ahead. Whincup had more greens under 
his belt then the others, and once again did a long stint. 

Light rain fell around lap 20 and Cameron McConville 
and Paul Dumbrell tripped over each other at turn one 
in the greasy conditions. Ingall had pitted to serve a 
controversial drive through penalty for exceeding the 
pit lane speed limit and was vulnerable to going a lap 
down to Whincup. As Whincup made his way past 

Ingall the two made contact, then more contact on the 
back straight as Ingall wandered to the inside of the 
track. Whether through steering damage or frustration, 
the second impact earned The Enforcer a $5000 fine 
for dangerous driving. Whincup made use of his green 
tyre set to stay out long, finally pitting from the lead on 
lap 29 and rejoining third just ahead of Lowndes on a 
damp track. 

Winterbottom reclaimed the lead at the end of the CPS 
window and ended race two comfortably ahead of 
Tander and Whincup in third. Steven Richards recovered 
to finish ninth in arguably the drive of the day after fall-
ing to last and pitting twice due to the lap one crash. 

At the start of race three, Lowndes ambushed Tander 
pushing his way into second before turn one. Russell 
Ingall and Jason Richards’ bad days continued, the two 
coming together in turn one causing big damage to 
both cars on lap two. Winterbottom, Lowndes and the 
Kelly were the first to jump in race three, performing 
their CPSs as soon as the window opened on lap six. 
Whincup pitted the following lap and as he rejoined 
alongside his teammate Lowndes balked and ran 
wide, allowing  Whincup into effective second position, 
before returning the favour in turn six later that lap. 
After Tander pitted for his CPS he rejoined ahead of 
Whincup, who monstered the West Australian while 
Tander’s tyres came up to temperature. 

Ingall served his second drive through for pit lane 
speeding on lap 15 and made his frustration apparent 
to the officials in pit lane. Ingall claimed the officials has 
unfairly targeted him, and that the teams telemetry did 
not support the finding against him. 

The race settled into a rhythm for the front runners 
as Shane Price, Kayne Scott and Lee Holdsworth had 
mechanical failures. Greg Murphy and Jason Richards 
both pitted their Sprint Gas Commodores twice during 
the race with a shredded tyre caused by contact, the 
two Tasman drivers doing it tough in the middle and 
rear of the pack. FPR’s Steven Richards hung out til lap 
34 to complete his compulsory stop, after starting ninth 
and pitting from the lead Richards popped out in eight 
place. Richards joined the queue forming behind Will 

Davison, who’s Jim Beam Racing Falcon was struggling 
for rear grip. 

Todd Kelly retired on lap 40 just as Tony D’Alberto, Mar-
cus Marshall and Michael Patrizi began to get excited. 
Marshall collided with D‘Alberto in turn one, puncturing 
his right front tyre and sending him spearing down the 
grass towards turn four. The Bottle-O rookie was lucky 
to pull the Commodore up in time to avoid spearing 
into Patrizi who was busy bumping into Marshall. 

On lap 42 Steven Richards passed James Courtney for 
seventh, further improving his comeback after the crash 
in race two. 

TeamVodafone once again showed its capacity to man-
age the car over race distance, and with just five laps to 
go Whincup closed in on the rear of Tander’s Commo-
dore. It was not to be however and race three finished 
with Winterbottom ahead of Tander and Whincup in 
third. Lowndes finished fourth and Will Davison held on 
for fifth. 

They ended the BigPond 400 in typical fashion for 
2008, with Winterbottom, Tander and Whincup on the 
podium, this time in that order. Rick Kelly lost his 56 
point lead over Tander for the Championship, Kelly’s 
fifth place for the round allowing Whincup and Winter-
bottom to close in as well. 

It was almost easy to forget about Winterbottom, the 
speed of the FPR team at Barbagallo allowed him 
to skip ahead with relative ease on a circuit that had 
previously been a Holden hunting ground. Out in the 
wild west it was Winterbottom who walked quietly, but 
carried a very big stick. 

Many people put money on Garth Tander in Perth. 
The hometown hero was on a roll – he dominated the 
Grand Prix meeting and the inaugural Hamilton street 
race, and last year he dominated the Barbagallo round 
of the Series. He had an air of invincibility about him… 
but just when you think you’ve got this game pegged, 
something or someone comes from out of form to take 
charge. 

Mark Winterbottom was enduring an opening part to 
the season which he didn’t expect to get that much 
better in Perth. Not that it was a bad start, but it could 
have been better. Adelaide might not have ended with 
crash damage, for instance. But there had been signs 
some things were turning around for Ford Performance 
Racing. 

Adelaide had, for many years now, been FPR’s toughest 
round in each season. Jason Bright a couple of years 
ago as a serious contender started the year with virtu-
ally zero points from the big race. This year Winterbot-
tom bagged only 138 points, but more importantly he 
was competitive on a track that had previously been 
unkind. 

Strangely, he rated Perth as a similar exercise. He called 
it a bogey track for himself and the team, forgetting 
that Bright nearly won the round a couple of years back 
when brake failure robbed him of victory. In 2008, it 
was time for Frosty to atone, and he did it with a clean 
sweep from pole too. 

The weekend will be remembered for two big crashes, 
a number of hard charging recoveries through the pack, 
the teasing threat of rain that never really came... and 
trigger happy officials. 

Tander was quick out of the blocks and fastest during 
practice on a track that historically favours Holden, but it 
was blue oval on pole come race one. Rain threatened 
all weekend, but each of the V8 Supercar sessions was 
dry, and a ripper lap from Winterbottom had the Orrcon 
Ford Credit Falcon on top of the pile after a surprisingly 
incident free, but exciting qualifying session. 

FPR waited until the dying stages to send out their two 
cars, whether FPR was waiting for the track to rubber 
up or maybe just to fox its opposition wasn’t clear, but 

it was a cheeky manoeuvre that was developing into 
a pattern for the Ford boys. The #5 and #6 Falcon’s 
didn’t even turn a hot lap until the final five minutes 
of the session, Winterbottom ending up on pole and 
Richards sixth. 

Mark Skaife out qualified teammate Tander in second 
on the grid and TeamVodafone’s Craig Lowndes started 
fourth. It was a horror session for Jamie Whincup who 
started 22nd on the grid after struggling to come to 
grips with a brand new BF Falcon after the destruction 
of his new mount in New Zealand. 

Lap one of race one saw the field cleanly through turn 
one, a rarity for the West Australian circuit but as the 
cars crested the hill on the main straight for the run 
to the final turn it was clear something was brewing. 
Jason Bright, Greg Murphy and Michael Caruso were 
three abreast and as they approached the braking zone 
and Murphy was the piggy in the middle. Bright and 
Caruso squeezed Murphy, who collided with first Bright 
and then Caruso, spearing Caruso across in front of the 
#51 car and careering across the grass at more than 
200km/h. Bright managed to bounce across the track 

trouble free but as Caruso went from the infield to the 
sand trap he nailed the rear of Shane van Gisbergen’s 
Stone Brothers Falcon, ending the race for the newly 
turned 19 year old rookie and leaving Caruso and 
Bright wallowing in the mud at turn seven. Murphy was 
able to continue, but lost a lot of places before the 
safety car bought them under control. 

When racing resumed Winterbottom eked out a four 
second lead over Skaife and Tander, and stayed there, 
pacing himself in a relatively easy win. Championships 
are won by the way a team minimises damage, after a 
horror qualifying effort Whincup made up 15 places in 
race one to move to seventh by race’s end. The charge 
through the field demonstrated the aggressive and racy 
style that defines the TeamVodafone 2008 campaign 
and more importantly minimised the points score 
gap to Series’ leader Rick Kelly after failing to score at 
Hamilton. 

Barbagallo was a great round for big drives through the 
pack. On the short but fast WA circuit six drivers made 
big charges through the pack. Shane van Gisbergen 

V8YB   It looked like a pretty good 
weekend for you, it looked like 
everything just gelled?

MW  Yeah it did, the key I guess was 
qualifying pole. It gives you inside position 
on the track and if you get a good start, 
you hold the line into turn one and then 
from there you try and drive away. So that 
was the main thing that won it for the 
weekend was getting pole, but the car was 
quick too so you could drive away and 
then look after tyre life.

V8YB   Did you feel under threat at all 
over the weekend?

MW  No it was a pretty cruisey weekend 
really. So the only bit that we were under 
pressure was when it rained, but all you 
did was let it dry up. The car was so good 
over the weekend that we were never 
under pressure.

V8YB   Your first clean sweep from 
memory?

MW  Yeah, first clean sweep. So it’s a nice 
feeling. It’s hard to qualify pole and then 
win one race, let alone all three, so it was 
a pretty good weekend.

V8YB   And was this the weekend 
that perhaps your feelings on 
the Championship changed quite 
dramatically?

MW  It kick started everything. We’ve 
always struggled at Perth, so yeah it was a 
big motivator, because we got 300 points 
in one hit and jumped straight up to 
second in the points. So then we had that 
sniff of the Championship. 

Q A&
with MARK WINTERBOTTOM
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They ended the BigPond 400 in typical fashion for 2008, 
with Winterbottom, Tander and Whincup on the podium, 
this time in that order. Rick Kelly lost his 56 point lead over 
Tander for the Championship, Kelly’s fifth place for the round 
allowing Whincup and Winterbottom to close in as well. 04

Many people put money on Garth Tander in 
Perth. The hometown hero was on a roll – he 
dominated the Grand Prix meeting and the 
inaugural Hamilton street race, and last year he 
dominated the Barbagallo round of the Series.














